A Godly Man In Wicked Surroundings
(Bill Hall)
Elijah was a man who reached true greatness in the Lord’s service. He was always ready to go where God would send him (1 Kings 18:1; 19:15); to pray whenever prayer was needed (1 Kings 17:20-21; 18:36-37), and to confront evil whenever confrontation was necessary (1 Kings 18:17-24; 21:17-19). He was translated without seeing death, and he, along with Moses, was chosen to appear with the Lord on the mount of transfiguration. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The remarkable thing about Elijah is that he attained this greatness while living in a wicked and hostile environment. Had he lived in Judah during the righteous reign of Hezekiah or Josiah, we might not be surprised at Elijah’s attainments. But he lived instead in Israel during the wicked reign of Ahab. He was subjected to the cruel intents of Jezebel. He was under constant harassment and threat of death. He became so discouraged at one point that he asked to die, but he never denied his God. 
	In this wicked environment Elijah was able to influence others. The widow of Zarephath was blessed through Elijah    (1 Kings 17:8-24). The multitudes on Mount Carmel were led to cry, “The Lord, He is God!” through his courageous efforts       (1 Kings 18:39). Elisha, his successor, must have been greatly influenced by him. And even Ahab was brought to humility on one occasion, clothing himself in sackcloth as a result of Elijah’s rebuke (1 Kings 21:27-29). The message of Elijah is clear. You can live a godly life and influence others for good in a wicked and hostile environment.
	When one hears the excuses people make today, it is obvious that Elijah’s message is badly needed in this generation. People excuse their failure to teach others the gospel with, “People are so prejudiced around here they just won’t listen”; when the truth is, little effort has been made. If they are approached about their ungodly conduct, they explain “You just don’t know how terrible the people are that I have to work around every day.” If their children go astray their explanation is, “Our children are faced with pressures that we didn’t have growing up.” Such statements, repeated often enough, become to many a “license” to do wrong and a salve to soothe their troubled consciences. 
	We must throw aside our excuses and make up our minds to do right. Elijah could serve God in wicked surroundings. And so can we.
· Choice and action, not chance, determines destiny.
· Looking ahead is a good way to keep from falling behind.
· Man’s noblest efforts, without Christ, is only dust building on dust.

Fun With Names
(Brain Teaser)
1.    Who made a lot of pictures?  Andrew
2.    What does a person do to the lawn?  Moses
3.    What is a tiny particle in space?  Adam
4.    If you can do something, you are what?  Abel
5.    What do lame people sometimes need to walk?  Cain
6.    What would you call a spot on the floor?  Mark
7.    What would you call the right amount of something?  Isaac
8.    What did the female lamb do?  Sheba
9.    What is a very pretty shiny rock?  Micah
10. What do you do when the doctor puts a tongue depressor in your mouth?  Isaiah
11. What do you do when you need to get an answer from the teacher?  Esther
12. What do you use on a wrinkly shirt?  Aaron
